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Culture of incense in the early Edo period

Overview draft

There are still unclear points in the situation of the early Edo period of incense culture in
Japan. Aristocrats society of Kyoto, where documents that are related to incense culture still
remain, is no exception.

For example, in many of the exsisting “Kodo (=so-called incense ceremony)” documents,
Gomizunoo-in (birth- death: 1596 to 1680, Emperor reign: 1611-1629) and Tofuku-mon-in
Empress (birht- death: 1607-1678, judai(entry into the empirial court): 1620) were referred to as
“Kodo” enthusiasts.

However, Honma Yoko said as follows.

From the results of the analysis of “Oyudono-no-ue-no nikki”, Gomizunoo emperor and
Tofuku-mon-in Empress cannot not be said to have held Kokai daily or nightly.
“The late Middle Ages of incense culture—Dawn of Kodo—"(p.157)

In respeonse to this, I have analyzed the “Yasushigekyo-ki” while referring to Kitakoji
Isamitu’s theory (“Invitation to Kodo” 1978 Hobunkan). As a result, I have found that Gomizunoo-
in and the upstream nobility had actively held incense meetings since 1629. With this finding as
a base, I have described the incense culture in the early Edo period.





