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A Study of Teacher’s Body in Dance Education by Yamada Kousaku:

Drawing Hints from the practice in the Bunka Gakuin of the Taisho Era

Akiko TAKANO

(College of Literature Department of Contemporary English Lecturer)

Yamada Kousaku (1886-1965) is well known as a famous composer and a conductor of the
first Japanese orchestra. He worked in Bunka Gakuin which was founded by Nishimura Isaku
(1884-1963) for the secondary education of young women as a dancing teacher from 1921 to 1923.

The lesson which he taught was “music and dance” and combined the education of art and
the physical education. In Bunka Gakuin, the art and the physical education were culture for
women. He guided a new genre which was harmonized music with dance, himself named “Buyou
Shi“(Choreographic Tone Poem)” for female students.

In the lesson, a teacher and students criticized usual education and the habit of the home,
besides they found out the new dance. Yamada thought an unconscious motion as the foundation
of dance, expressed it by own body. And students imitated dance by teacher.

A teacher became the mirror which reflected conflict came up between students and usual
education of, guided dance of students by themselves.



