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“Misosazai” by Toru HOSHINO

Hirohisa KANNO

Toru HOSHINO (1925-2009), a Japanese poet and critic well-known for his metaphysical
poetry and essays based on the archetypal criticism, established his poetics by reading closely
T.S. Eliot’s poems and essays. Hoshino wrote a poem titled “Misosazai (a wren)” and put it at the
end of PERSONAE, his first collection of poems, instead of an afterword. Such his intention is
well understood by tracing his analytical reading of Four Quartets by T.S. Eliot. In “Misosazai,”
alluding Eliot’s religious longer poems, Hoshino showed his strong will as a poet to continue
writing poems in modern difficult times, of which expression is most suitable for his first collection
of poems.



