
Introduction

ThenumberofInternetusersisgrowingaroundtheworldandtheyounger
generationisnotanexception,soshouldwesomehowincorporateuseoftheinternet
intolearningtofitintothestudents’lifestyles?Internetaccesshasgotteneasierdue
totheexpansionofpersonalmobileelectronicdevicessuchassmartphones,tablets,
andlightweightlaptops. Itisnotuncommonamongyoungergenerationsin
particulartoperpetuallystayconnectedtotheInternettobeclosewithfriends24/7in
socialnetworksitessuchasFacebook,Twitter,LinkedIn,etc.whicharesocalledWeb
2.0tools.Evenwhentheyaresittinginclass,theyoftenarebusycheckingouttheir
networksitebehindthetextbookinsteadofpayingattentiontothelectureanditcan
disturbthemfromstudying.Iftheylikeitsomuchandiftheyarealreadyusingit,
whydon’tweuseitasalearningtool?

AccordingtoChang,Farha& Pearman(2012),people“todayarevery
comfortableusingmanycommunicationtechnologiesandarecapableof,andvery
amenableto,adoptingnewtechnologiesasapartoftheirlearningprocess”(p.61).
TheyactuallypreferclassactivitiesusingWeb2.0toolssuchassocialnetworking
sites,discussionboardsandblogs(Vance,2012,p.489). Web2.0toolbased
instructionseemstobebeneficialinEnglishlearning. However,itshouldbe
recognizedas“simplyonetypeofsupplementtotheregularcurriculum inteaching
EnglishLanguageLearners”(Green&Ybarra,2003)andnotamainteachingmethod.
Inthispaper,theauthorsintroduceanactivityusingoneofthemostpopularWeb2.0
tools,Facebook,inanESLreadingclass.

Web2.0

WhileWeb1.0istheoriginalversionofWorldWideWebandprovidesonly
onewaycommunicationlikeaposterandbrochure(GIGGlobal,2015,para.3),“Web
2.0describesWorldWideWebsitesthatemphasizeuser-generatedcontent,usability,
andinteroperability.ThetermwaspopularizedbyTimO’ReillyandDaleDougherty
attheO’ReillyMediaWeb2.0Conferenceinlate2004,thoughitwasfirstcoinedby
DarcyDiNucciin1999”(Wikipedia,2015,para.1). Web2.0’stypesareBlogs,
Podcasting,andSocialNetworking(Vance,2012,p.484).Craig(2013)describedWeb
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2.0tools’characteristicsasfollows:
•Theyareusedforproductivityaswellaspleasure,
•Theyallinvolveshareablecontentcreatedbyusers,
•Theinvolvesocialnetworkingandweb-basedcommunities,and
•Theyhelptofacilitateinteractiveinformationsharingandcollaboration.
(p.5)

BenefitofWeb2.0inEnglishasaSecondLanguageLearning

RealContext
AnotherreasonthatWeb2.0toolsshouldbeusedinlanguagelearningisthat

Web2.0toolscaneasilyprovidestudentsanaturalcontextofthetargetlanguage.It
oftenseemsinforeignlanguageclassesthatthestudentsdonothaveanopportunity
toapplylanguageskillsandknowledgethattheylearninclassinareallifesituation.
Hencetheycanneitherdevelopnormastertheforeignlanguageskillsandknowledge
andsometimestheydonotevenknowwhattheyarelearningthislanguagefor.Web
2.0toolsenablestudentstopracticeorusethetargetlanguageinanauthenticsocial
context(Shih&Yang,2008,p.56;Cielocha,Dean&Handsfield,2009,p.50),whichis
the“mosteffectivewaytolearnalanguage”(Shih&Yang,2008,p.56).

Motivation
Web 2.0 toolsalsomotivatethestudentstostudy. Theirpersonal

entertainmentdevicessuddenlyturnintothelearningtools,whichmaymakethema
littlemoreexcitedthanjustlookingatatextbook.AccordingtoBista(2011),therole
ofWeb2.0toolbasedlearningactivitiesintheESLlearningprocessincreasesthe
students’motivation(p.7). “Whenthecontactswerepositiveandpleasant,the
experienceledstudentstointeractmorefrequentlyintheforeignlanguageboth
outsideandinsidetheclassroom.Becausetheexperiencewasenjoyable,theincreased
self-confidenceofthestudents,inturn,affectedtheirmotivationinapositiveway.
Therefore,successfulinteractionwithnativespeakerscanrelievestudenthesitancyto
expressthemselvesandincreasetheirconfidenceinusingthelanguage”(Marek,Wu
&Yen,2011,p.120).

CriticalThinking&ReadingSkills,Writing,Orallanguagedevelopment
Italsohelpsthem developvocabulary(Green& Ybarra,2003),critical

thinkingskills(Bista,2011,p.7),criticalreadingandwritingskills(Chang,Farha&
Pearman,2012,p.7;Cielocha,Dean& Handsfield,2009,p.50)alongwithoral
languageskills(Chang,Farha&Pearman,2012,p.7;Green&Ybarra,2003).
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Collaboration&Communicationskills
Regardingcollaborationandcommunicationskills,Craig(2013)said:
Thesetoolsinparticularpromotethecreationofcontentandeasilyallowfor
communicationandinteraction.ItistheWeb2.0toolsthatworkespecially
wellwithsecondlanguagelearnersbecauseoftheskillsinvolvedinuse.For
example,bloggingencourageswriting,reviewing,andresponding.Wikis
enablestudentstouselanguagelearningstrategiesandskillsinconducting
researchandcreatingentries.Infurtherexploringtheprocessesinvolvedin
secondlanguagelearning,therearethreeareaswhicharecloselyaligned
with Web 2.0 tools:a)language feedback,sharing,interaction,and
contribution,b)languageproduction,andc)languagereception(p.5).

ExplanationofActivity,ReadingRoom

Objectives
Afterthestudentsmasterthisactivity,theywill:
•Beabletoexpresstheiropinioninwrittenformfollowingagivenformat
•Beabletocommunicateinwrittenform withclassmatesappropriately
throughWeb2.0tools

•Beabletoreadelectronicallyformattedarticlescritically
•BeabletosearcharticlescomfortablyusingelectronicEnglishmedia
•BeabletoopenandleadadiscussioninwrittenformatusingWeb2.0tools

Instruction
Thisreadingactivity,“ReadingRoom,”isgivenasareadingsupplementin

ESLadvancedlevelreadingclasses.Onesetoftheactivityiscompletedeachweek.
Eachstudenttakesturnsas“ahost”oftheReadingRoompagesetuponFacebook
andisresponsibleforaweekforchoosingandpostinganarticlealongwithhisorher
opinionaboutthearticleandafewquestionsfortheothers.Thearticletopiccanbe
chosenfromanyfieldaslongasitisappropriatetoshareinclass.Thehost’sopinion
needstobeexpressedclearlyalongwiththereasonsforthestatedopinion. For
example,“Ithink/don’t…because…,Iagree/don’tagreewith… because…,Ilike/don’t
like…because.”Thequestionsfortheotherstudentsneedtobespecificinsteadof
askingbroadly,“Whatdoyouthinkaboutthisarticle?”Therestofthestudents,who
arenothostingReadingRoomfortheweek,arerequiredtoreadthearticleandthe
host’scommentandpostanswerstothequestions.

ImplementationofActivity,ReadingRoom

Subjects
TheactivityparticipantswerefourteenESLstudentswhoenrolledinan
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advancedreadingclassinanintensiveEnglishprogramataprivateuniversityinthe
US.Therewereninemalesandfivefemalesfromvariouscountrieswhowereexpected
toattendauniversityintheUSaftertheypassedanEnglishproficiencylevelsetforth
byauniversity.Theyallhaveahighschooldiplomaandthreeofthemwerecollege
exchangestudents.TheyallhadspentatleastasemesterinanEnglishtraining
programintheUS.

Procedure
ToprepareforaWeb2.0basedactivity,thefollowingrequirementswere

consideredbeforehand:“a)accesstotechnology,b)connectivity,c)languagediversity
andproficiency,ande)priorexperience”(Craig,2013,p.4).Thereareseveral
computerlabswithInternetaccessavailableoncampus.Therefore,everyoneshould
beabletoparticipateintheWeb2.0basedactivity.Theclasswasarrangedaccording
totheEnglishproficiency,sothestudentsintheclasshadsimilarproficiencylevels.
PriorexperienceofWeb2.0toolsmayvaryintheESLclassroom.Itshouldbeasked
inclassanditmayrequiresomeofthemtoplaywithitandbefamiliarwiththeWeb
2.0toolsiftheyhavelittleornopriorexperienceinusingthem.

Onthefirstday,theinstructoraskedthestudentswhethertheywere
familiarwithFacebookandhadanactiveaccount.Everyoneexceptforthreefemale
studentsansweredthattheyhadanaccountandhaduseditbefore.Thethreefemale
studentshadaccountsbutclaimedthattheywerenotactiveusersbecauseofcultural
andreligiousreasonsthatprohibitfemalesfromshowingtheirfaceinpublic.After
theinstructorexplainedthattheirFacebookpagecanbesetasprivateandlimitedto
theclassmembersonlytoview,everyoneagreedthattheycoulduseFacebookforthe
classactivity. TheinstructorcreatedaprivatepageonFacebookandnamedit
“ReadingRoom”andaddedallthestudentsinthegroup.Theclassalsodecidedwho
wouldbeinchargeofeachweekthroughoutthesemester.Tocustomizethepage,a
groupphotowaspostedonthepage.

SampleDiscussion1
Firstweek:ChosenArticle:TheWormsthatInvadeYourBrain–CNN.com
HostStudentA1:Thisisthenewarticle.

dontnowaboutyouguys.ButIthoughtthatthisislittlebit
creepy.
ImeanInowthattherecouldbeworminthestomach.But
inthebrain!!!.It’sfreakmeout.Sotellmewhatdoyou
think? Inyouropinion,how canwepreventthisfrom
happeningtoanyone? Shareyourthought,opinionand
commentsdownbelow
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StudentB1 Ithoughthisnewdiseaseisveryscary.ThenameofJapan
showedup,that’salsomademescared!Idon’tknowhowto
dealwiththisdiseasesoIjusthopethateffectivelydrugs
arefoundsoon!

StudentC1 Ithinkthisareallydangerswormsandiguessdisease
couldbeineverypartofourbodyandtoavoidthatcreepy
wormsweshouldgotoseethedoctoratleastevery6
months.

StudentD1 Itscarytopicandpicture.Interestingpointofthistopic,
usuallypeoplesayJapanisoneofdevelopcountry,butthis
thirdpartopinionsaidmanyAsiancountryiscareerofsome
parasite.Thetopicofporksentence,saidporkhavetwo
form toinfecthuman. Ofcoresalmostfleshfoodand
materialisdanger,butasyouknowJapanwasbasicallyate
fresh andraw material,foodandanimal. Japan has
traditionalhowtocookfreshanimalmaterial.Almostolder
peoplesaidporkneedlongtimeheating.Idon’tknowwhy
heatmoreandmaybedoesn’tknow olderpeoplesome
question,butthatiscorrectcookonpork.

StudentE1 OMGithoughtitattackjustdogsthisisreallyscaryiam
reallyhappyforbeinginamericaawayfromthesewormsi
thinkweshouldbemorecarefulandgotoseeadoctoras
soonaspassable

StudentF1 Idoagreewithmyfriend*(Student’sname).That’smight
beweird.Wehaveheardaboutthewormsinthestomach,
butinthebrainidon’tknowtoo!!Anywaysiwishthatno
bodygetthisdisease“Ifit’strue”

StudentG1 Ithoughtitjustattackcatsanddogs.
unfortunately,itcanbeattackthehumanbeing. They
thoughtit’smorecommoninpartsofAsia.However,the
attackcanbebywaterthatpollutedbyanimalswhohave
thisworms.Also,itcanbeattackbytheporkmeats.to
avoidit1-cooktheporkforlongtime.2-getawayfrom
animalstheymayhaveit.

StudentH1 Scarytopic!
Weneedtobecarefulwhatwewilleat,forexampledirty
vegetablesoruncookedfood.

StudentI1 Thatsoundsreallydogmatic!!!Wormeatsbrain!!!Ihave
heardthatmostofrarefoodcaninfluenceourhealth,but
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thatmuch. Forexample,eatingarareeggishealthy
becausecookingburnsalotofproteinthatisneededforour
bodies. However,italso unhealthy for the liver.
Scientifically,eatinguncookedfoodmightalsocauseRenal
failure,soweneedtobeawareofwhatweeattoavoid
healthconsequences.

StudentJ1 Thisreallyscary.Ithinkweshouldtochooseagoodwayto
cookthefoodandimproveourhealth

StudentK1 Thatisaverycreepywarm.Ithinkthatweneedtobe
carefulwhatweeatandbeawayfromtherawmeat.Clean
yourhandandcleanthevegetablesandmeatverywell.

SampleDiscussion2
SecondWeek:Chosenarticle:“Laser-TransformedMetalSoSlickThatWater

BouncedOff”fromCNN.com
HostStudentK2 Thatprojectisveryinteresting.Doyouthinkthatmetal

willbehelpfulinanotherwaysthattheydidn’tmention?
StudentL1 Ithinkthatmetalcanbeforabicyclechainbecausesome-

timesbicyclegetsrustedfrom rain.Andthenthisbicycle
willnotwork.Iguessthatmetalcanpreventthatthing.

StudentC2 Thisarticalishardalilbitformehoweveriwouldliketo
usemetalinalltheElectricMachinesowheneverthewater
goesonit,itdoesnoteffectthemachine

StudentI2 Thisisreallyinteresting!!Ithinkitwouldbeusefulinsome
transportation.Forexample,airplaneshavesomeproblems
withrainandsnowsoIthinkthatwouldbeagoodwayto
solvetheirissues.

StudentJ2 Ilikethisarticle,andIthinkthisprojectisanextremely
helpful.Welostalotofthingsthatweuseitdailybecause
therust.Ifthisprojectisachievable,Ithinkwewon’tlose
thethingsmadebyMital.Forexample,inkitchen,car,and
machineallofthem willlivelongerthannowifthathap-
pensalsowecansavemoney.

StudentD2 AsIreadthisarticle,IhavethesameopinionastheDr.
Guosaidinthefirstparagraphaboutkitchenknives.Quot-
ingwhathementionedinhisarticle,“Kitchenware,of
course.Airplanes:Nomoreworryingaboutde-icing,because
waterwon’tbeabletofreezeonaircraftinthefirstplace,”
Nearlytwoweeksago,Ichappedmyfingersbecauseof
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washingdishes.Iwishitwillbeeasiertodokitchenwork
inthefuturethannow.Ipreferthelifesurroundingusto
bebettertoimprovingthetechnologytotheneo-futuristic
level.

StudentM1 Thisisveryinterestingarticle.Ithink,theywilluseitfor
electronicdeviceinthefuture,becausewatercan’tgoinside

StudentF2 Ithinkitisuseful.Also,itisbecomemoreeasierthanbe-
fore.Eveninemergncyissues.

StudentG2 Thisisveryinteresting.Ibelievethatwillbeusefulforeve-
rything.Alsothatissolutiontosomeproblemswithrainat
airplane.

StudentH2 IlikethisarticleAndIthinkyesitishelpfulinmanyways
andkeepanymateriallivemorethanusualtime.

StudentE2 wowiamlookingiamlikingthat’samazingiagreewithmy
classmatesitwouldbeverygoodforairplanesandelectronics

SampleDiscussion3
Week3:Chosenarticle:“SittingWillKillYou,EvenIfYouExercise”from

CNN.com
HostStudentE3 whaaaaaaatilovesittingandlayingdawnsometimesihate

anyreasonmakesmestandforthereanylazypersonlike
me,whatdoyouthinkyoushoulddoafteryoureadthis!!!

StudentH3 Wow,interestingarticle.Ilikeitandlknownowwhythe
exercisesisimportantinlife.ActuallyImoveallthetime
notbecausethisreasonbutIneedtocheckmydaughter
every15minutesLOL
Sothat’sgoodformetokeepmyhealthyinagoodway.

StudentK3 IliketositandwatchTVbutIusuallymovetohavesome-
thingtoeateverytimethereiscommercialorIpausethe
playtomoveabit.Itisinterestingbecausethereissome
peoplehowdon’tmovethatmuchandtheysuffersnow.

StudentF3 Oo.Ilikeit,buttheproblemisispendhalfofmydaylaying
down,andchiling.Ithinkigottastandupalldaylong,and
ithinkimgonnastandupwhileimsleepingLol.Myopin-
ionisifwewantagoodhealthanddon’tbekilled,dosome
exercisesevenathome.

HostStudentE4 hahahayoudon’tneedtostandupwhileyousleepbuti
thinkdrinkingwateristhebestideabecauseifyoudrinka
lotyouwillhavetogotobathroomeverywhilegrinemoticon
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StudentB2 IreadthisarticleIthoughtI’msittingorI’malwaysonthe
bedandrelaxing.Ididn’tknowsittingisalsobadandthat
makeussick!I’lltrytoimprovemyhabitanddoexercise
regularly!!

StudentI3 WellIdidn’tknowthatsittingcanaffectthatmuch.Iknew
thatexerciseishealthy,butIthoughtthatwouldbeenough.
However,that’sreallyhardtostanduportowalkaround
whilecommercialsbecauseitwouldbethebestchancefor
metosleep

StudentN1 wow,whatawounderfularticleIlikeit.Youencouraging
metogotothegym.Nolayingdownanymore.

StudentG3 WellIthinkisn’teffectsasmuchastheysayinthearticle.
Ibelieveevenyouwanttosittingthatlongyoutomoveat
leastgoingtorestroom.

StudentC3 Thisarticleisreallyhelpfulforusbecauseasireadinmy
classmatecommentismostofuslovelayingdawnforso
muchhoursandiguessweshouldfixthatguysandwe
shouldstartworkingout

StudentJ3 uhOh!!Ithinkthat’sthebadnewsformebecauseI’mal-
waysonmybedevenwhenistudying.IhopeIcanchange
thisbehaviorandI’llworkhardtodoexercise:(

StudentD3 Iunderstandlongtomesittingorkeepingsamestyleisdan-
ger,fromIreadthenewstopic.Ifeelallofopinionarecor-
rect,especially dangerand nearly forusproblem is
airplane.Thatreasonweareinternationalstudent,usually
weuseairplaneforgotoAmericaandbacktoourcountry.
Airplaneisoneofmostpopulartransportationsystem.It
meanmanypeopleusethissystem.ForexampleIusedair-
planelastDecember,totaltimewasaboutthirtyhourson
roundtripbetweenAmericatoJapan.Iwassotiredthat
travel,andsolongtimesleepinsittingstyle.TodayIread
thenews,soscarymyphysical.ButIkeepinguseinterna-
tionalairplaneinmylifesincefiveyearsago,neverhave
problemyet.SametimeintheplaneIdidstretchforblood
flow. Idon’tknow detailofstretchintheairplane,but
maybegoodactionforourbody.

Result

WhenReadingRoom wasintroducedtotheclass,manyofthestudents
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seemedeitherquiteexcitedfororconfusedwiththeunfamiliarlearningstyleactivity.
OncethefirstarticlewaspostedanddiscussionbeganonFacebook,thestudentswho
seemedconfusedearlierquicklyfiguredouthow theactivityworkedandalmost
everyoneparticipatedinthefirstdiscussion.Surprisinglysomeofthestudentswho
werenormallyveryquietintheclassroomexpressedtheiremotionsandopinionsvery
wellinthewrittendiscussionandevenwhentheinstructorbroughtuptheactivityin
theclassroomandthrewinsomesuggestionsorquestions,theywerereadytotalkand
didnothesitatetoexpresstheiropinions.Overall,afteroneweekoftheReadingRoom
activity,theactualin-classdiscussiondramaticallyimproved.

Thearticleselectionsbasedonthestudents’interestsvariedwidely.Asthe
instructorusedCNN.com asanexampleofthesourceofthearticles,mostofthem
exceptforfourstudentsusedanarticlefromCNN.com.Thereadingdifficultylevelsof
thearticleswerealmostallthesame. Someofthearticletopicsseemedalittle
difficultforafewstudentstounderstandfullybuttheymanagedtopickupthemain
ideaandposttheiropinions.

Most oftheir writing styles were casualand contained numerous
grammaticalmistakes.However,inanefforttoavoidcausingthestudents,fearof
makingmistakestonegativelyaffecttheirconfidenceinexpressingtheiropinions
freely,whichcouldpreventthem from havinganactivediscussion,theirmistakes
werenotcorrected.Alsothestudents,especiallythehost,wereencouragedtore-reply
tosomeofthecommentsbutitseemeddifficultforthem todosobecauseofthe
amountofthereading.

Regardingtheircomments,itwasseenmorethanafewtimesthatsomeof
thestudentsjustrepeatedthepreviousstudent’scommentbywriting“Iagreewith
(thestudentname)”withoutgivingtheirownreasonsoropinions.Theinstructor
repeatedlypointeditoutintheclassroomandsuggestedthattheycomeupwiththeir
ownreasonsandwritetheminthediscussion.Theinstructoralsooftenremindedthe
hoststudentstohavemoreuniqueorspecificquestionsinsteadofthrowingouta
simplebroadquestionsuchas“whatdoyouthinkaboutthisarticle?”

Students’OpinionsabouttheActivity,ReadingRoom
AftertheyexperiencedtheReadingRoom activityforasemester,the

instructorpostedon theReadingRoom pagesomebeforeandafterquestions
concerningtheReadingRoomactivityexperience.Thesemesterwasalreadyoverand
therewereonlyfourstudentswhoansweredthe‘before’questionandtwostudents
whoansweredthe‘after’questions.Thefollowingaretheirresponsestothe‘before’
question,“HowdidyoufeelabouttheReadingRoom activitywhentheinstructor
introducedittoyouforthefirsttime?”

•“Itwasinteresting,becauseitmakesusshareourarticlesandthenshare
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ourideasinclass.”
•“Itisainteresting.Studentcheese(*choose)who’sinterestedtopicand
thenotherstudentreadthatone.Itiscommunicationofidea.”

•“Itwasgood!BecauseIlikedtoreadthearticlesomeoneinterestedin!”
•“Itwasreallyinterestingbecauseitmakesisshareourarticlesandthen
shareourideasinclass.”

Herearesome‘after’questionsandtheirresponses:
“DoyouthinkthattheReadingRoomactivityhelpedyoudevelopyourreadingskills?
Ifso,how?”

•“Yes,NowadaysIhaveagovernmentclassandIhavetodothesamething
tolookupsomearticlesornewstosharewiththeclassandIalwaysbe
readyforthatbecauseIdiditbeforewithyou.”

•“Yes.Causealmostcontentsfromacademicthings.”
“DoyouthinkthattheReadingRoom activityhelpedyoudevelopyourdiscussion
skills?Ifso,how?”

•“Yes,debatingisoneofthethingthatIwillhaveingovernmentclass.I
thinkIamready,becauseIalreadyknowhowtoaskquestionsandshare
myideasandknowledge.”

•“Yes.Discussionneedssummariesinformation,aclasshadthatpractice.”
“HowdidyouliketheReadingRoomactivity?”

•“Ifthetraditionalassignmentwasreadingthetextbook,wewillbebored
andmaybesharingideaswillbelimitedinontopicorarticle.Ithinkitis
agoodideatoimprovereadingandcommunicationanditwasinteresting
forme.”

•“ItwaseasytodobecauseitwaseasytoaccesstoReadingRoomonFace-
book.UsedtoFaceboookwasinterestingthing.SNSisusefultoolatto-
day’ssocial.Use“Usefultool”isbetter.”

Conclusion

Firstly,theactivityontheInternetitselfdidnotfacilitateadiscussionin
electronicwrittenformat.Ifitwasasmallergroupsizeinsteadofawholeclass,it
mighthavebeeneasierforthem toparticipateinthediscussion.However,some
improvementcouldbeseenintheactual‘in-class’discussionafterthefirstweekofthe
ReadingRoomactivity.ThereforeitcanbeconcludedthatWeb2.0toolscanhelpL2
learnersimprovetheirdiscussionskills.

Secondly,thetopicsofthechosenarticleswereprettybroadsinceeach
studentchoseanarticlebasedonhis/herinterests.Itcertainlyexposedthestudents
toavarietyoftopicsandwritingformatsanditcanbeassumedthatithelpedthem
buildtheirvocabularyandimprovetheirreadingandwritingskills.
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Thirdly,asoneofthestudentsmentionedwhen answeringthe‘after’
questions,theactivitywasgoodpreparationforL2learnersbeforetheystarttaking
classesincollegeintheU.S.Itwasclearthatthestudentscouldquicklyadaptand
workwiththenewtechnology.Also,fromtheircommentstowardstheReadingRoom
activityitself,itshowsthatthestudentslikedthestudent-centeredactivitywhichhad
studentschoosewhattoreadandwhattodiscussinsteadofitbeingassignedbythe
instructor.AsBista(2011)said,“ifthelearnersaregiventheopportunitiestobe
responsiblefortheirlearningaccordingtotheirneedsandchoices,thelearningwould
bemorefruitfulandstudentswouldberesponsiblefortheirownlearning”(p.5).

Lastly,uponreflectionandforfutureresearch,theresultsoftheactivitywere
subjectivethistime.Byusingassessmenttoolsandcomparingthestudents’abilities
beforeandafterthesemester,thisstudycanbetterobtainobjectiveresults.Also,the
activitycouldbeadvancedbyaddingsomenativespeakerstothegroup.Itmay
promotethestudents’motivationandimprovetheirdiscussionskillssinceWeb2.0
tools“allowlanguagelearnerstorepeatedlyengagewithmultiplenativespeakersin
differentcontextswheretheymustmakethemselvesunderstoodinordertotakepart
incollaborativeprojectsanddiscussions”(Chang,Farha&Pearman,2012,p.52).
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Web2.0ツールは第二言語学習に役立つか？

HirokaKajiyamaTHORNTON，上野 尚美

スマートフォン，タブレット，軽量ノートパソコンの普及により，ソーシャルネットワークサイト
やブログといったWeb２．０ツールを駆使したウェブサイトの利用者が年々増加している。特に若い世
代は２４時間接続した状態のままでいることも多く，授業中でもそのようなウェブサイトを学習以外の
目的で利用している姿がみられるのも少なくない。その使い易く利用者が多いという特性を活かし，
代表的なソーシャルネットワークサイトのひとつであるFacebookを英語学習に利用できないかと考
え，主にコミュニケーション（ディスカッション），リーディング，英語メディアの利用力の向上を目
的としたアクティビティを考案し，ESL（EnglishasaSecondLanguage）のリーディングの授業で実
際にどのように行ったかと，学生の意見を含むアクティビティの結果を検証した。


