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* Your preparation was great! I thought your lesson plans were well thought-out
and organized. Organization is important for having a smooth class.

* I really liked the visual aids that so many of you brought to class. Visual aids and
any extra materials that you bring will make your class more interesting.

» Mixing subjects is a good idea. For example, teaching students the English names
of the planets. Some students like science or sports or math or drawing more than
English. Good teachers help students enjoy learning.

* Try to use as much English in the class as possible, even if you feel nervous or are
afraid to speak. Show the students how to speak English with a foreign person,
and don’t ever be afraid to make mistakes.

* The most important thing that you can teach your students during the team
teaching classes is that English is a tool for communication. Help your students to
make friends with the ALT. Give them a chance to interact with the ALT.
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Team-Teaching with ALTs in Junior High Schools
— From the Students’ Micro-Teaching Observation —

Kazue Aihara

Team-teaching with Assistant Language Teachers (ALTs) has been a part of English classes
in Japanese junior high schools since 1987. The purpose of this paper is to discuss how team-
teaching with ALTs should be done. To begin with, we will survey the present condition of team-
teaching by reviewing the results of a questionnaire taken in 2003 by the students at two
different junior high schools as well as the students of my own class at Ibaraki Christian
University. Then, we will consider the university students’ own perceptions about team-teaching.
Finally, we will observe examples of micro-teaching conducted by my students and Mr.
Christopher Rosser (a former ALT in a junior high school) in an attempt to illustrate some ideal
methods of team-teaching with ALTs in junior high schools.



