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Actual Conditions of Instructional Content of Nuclear Disaster Nursing
in Public Health Nurse Education

Kumiko URAHASHI, Sumiko SAITO, Hiromi KANODA, Kyoko YAMAZAKI

ABSTRACT

Purpose: We investigated actual conditions of educational content of public health nurse
activities in the event of a nuclear disaster and examined public health nurse
education needs for the future.

Method:  Through mailed self-administrated questionnaires, we surveyed persons in charge of
community health nursing at 142 four-year colleges at which nursing education was
provided, to elucidate the following: whether they give instruction in nuclear disaster
nursing or not; instructional contents and ideas for giving instruction; reasons not to
give instruction for nuclear disaster nursing; instructional plans for the future;
opinions related to nuclear disaster nursing, and so on.

Result: Eight universities set classes for nuclear disaster nursing, but 54 universities did
not. Reasons for not holding such classes included the following. It is difficult to
secure time for them. No teacher can give instruction. It occurs less frequently
because it is a particular kind of disaster. No nuclear facility exists near our
university. The paucity of information for teaching also makes giving instruction
difficult. Because our university is located in a prefecture with some nuclear power
plants, and particularly in the area where the JCO accident occurred, there were
expectations for our university to establish educational contents of nuclear disaster
nursing.

Conclusion: With the need to establish instructional contents of nuclear disaster nursing, the
need for knowledge dissemination became obvious. Results suggest that our
university can contribute to nursing education for nuclear disasters.

Keywords: nuclear disaster nursing, university for nursing, community health nursing, public
health nurse education



